
 
Dear fellow classmates from 1960 
 
     It was so good to get notes from some of our classmates telling how they celebrated or 
plan to celebrate their 80th birthdays. How blest we have been to live for such a long 
time. Each day is a gift. 
     For those who have not been able to write to me, I hope that you will send a note to be 
included in next year’s class letter 

 
Class Notes: 
From Luther Abrahamson; we coasted into retirement 
in Arizona after serving ministry in a wide 
spectrum.  With three daughters and eight grandchildren 
spread from CA - CT life has been an adventurous 
journey.  At present we are seeking to recapture the 
highlights of the ‘58 Concordia Choir European tour 
with Roy & Mary Nilsen, Ron Marken, Stan Kindzerski, 
Luther Abrahamson and others of that era.  Also trying 
to rekindle the stories of my immigrant family to cradle 
the clan together.  Health is less predictable, but life is 
good.  Greetings and thanks for memories shared and 
dreams embraced. 
     
 
 

 
 

 
     

(above)  Luther and Marilyn (Bjorkman) 
Abrahamson 
(left) Luther in his military uniform 

(above) Luther parting from 
his parents in route to 
Concordia  



     Ann Terhark writes; that I celebrated my 80th just a week ago.  Went out to lunch 
with some longtime friends.  What a pleasure!  I've decided that loyal and caring friends 
is the best gift of all.  What else can we need at 80? 
       I'm thankful to be healthy and able to serve as pulpit supply for my own and a 
neighboring congregation.  And I'm excited about being a part of the Sunday worship at 
Estes Park during the Scandinavian Festival! Classmate Joanne Biorn’s daughter sings 
with me in the local community choir.   
            
      Benjamin Hahn writes; I am 85 Year’s old. I got a master in 1961 at UND.my CPA 
in1962. I spent 30 years in Health care. 11 Year’s in Jamestown N Dak. I also taught in 
the business school on a part time basis for 11 years. In. 1974 I took a job as president of 
TNI for 19 years. I live in Maple Grove near Mpls. I am a veteran served in the army 
from 1954 to 1956. 
 
     Marge Schifflet writes; I have the same name as you but we never had classes 
together (I don’t think.) I was a music major so spent a lot of time at the music hall. 
     I taught classroom music in the South metro area - Burnsville - for about 23 years, 2 in 
the Duluth area and been retired now for 22 years.  
      My husband Don and I have been married almost 59 years having met while on the 
Concordia Choir tour in 1959, our junior year with three other couples. We still meet 
whenever we can and sing up a storm!  One of our granddaughters graduated in 2017 and 
sang with the choir in Europe last summer. 
      We live during summers in my home town, Hayward, WI on my favorite lake, Round 
Lake.  I volunteer at our County Historical Museum for the past few years and our 
church’s various activities keep us busy an am cutting back on gardens.  
      Our kids and grandkids come when they can and we have enjoyed many summers 
here at the lake. 
        We spend winters in Arcadia, Florida where Don helps with a project for the 
homeless and I play Horn in a concert band made of old timers. What fun it is and 
satisfies my longings to make music! I am so thankful for those 4 years at Concordia all 
those years ago.  
    We have three wonderful kids and six amazing grandchildren and most liven the Twin 
Cities. We are three hours away and plan to sell here and move closer to them as health 
needs demand. 
    We traveled a lot overseas when Don worked for NW Airlines. Now limit our trips to 
less strenuous walking. 
      Turning 80 in March was harder than turning any of the other decades.  I have more 
aches and pains, and more senior moments but generally can’t complain. My hair is white 
and I love it when young people open doors for me and say yes, ma’am. There are pluses 
to turning eighty!  “EightY is greatY” was on my birthday cake! 
 



    Darlene Martinson Ross writes; It was a very special 80th birthday for me.  In March 
my nephew, John Miles, phoned from Tacoma that he and his wife, Kay, were going to 
have a train trip adventure to come to MN for my 80th birthday.  He also wanted me to 
arrange time with them and our Aunt Vione Larson Olson in her assisted living facility in 
Fergus Falls.  It seemed like a good idea to plan my birthday at her residence with 
luncheon for us and my friend, Wayne Baker, on my special birthday.  Though I was the 
only Cobber at the luncheon, Vione is the mother of Cindy Olson Peterson, CC ’75 and 
Cindy is the mother of Matt, CC ’08, an optometrist, and Amanda, CC ‘10, an MD. 
       The following evening we attended the Founders’ Day Dinner at CC, John is the son 
of Dorothy Martinson Miles, CC’ 63.  We were joined by Dianne Martinson Beihoffer, 
CC’ 69 and Delaine Martinson Bjerke, CC ’78.  We were also joined by our friend, 
Pastor Lyle Rich, CC ’54, and our escorts, Wayne Baker, Roger Beihoffer, and Jay 
Bjerke, all gentlemen from other colleges and universities who have become friends of 
CC. 
       My year of celebrating this birthday was made more meaningful by establishing The 
Kenneth and Darlene Martinson Ross Endowment for enhancing sabbaticals of 
Concordia professors.  When they are granted sabbaticals, the fund may be used to give 
them the opportunity to take advantage of extra opportunities that could expand their 
plans.  As retired teachers, Wayne and I have enjoyed meeting these excellent educators 
and are excited by their accomplishments.  Wayne and I also enjoy our involvement with 
the locker rooms and new score board at CC.  The head football coach at CC, Terry 
Horan, was an elementary pupil of mine at Morris Area Schools.  I couldn’t be prouder of 
his standards and his career and of CC in general. Obviously, our lives are still 
surrounded by the Soli Deo Gloria attitude of CC and we are very grateful. 
 
     Joel Christianson writes; I am celebrating my 80th with friends at TCCOM our 
summer cabin near Clearwater, MN on the 13th of June. Then with family and numerous 
friends here in Burnsville, MN on the 18th at the Gramercy Club where I reside with my 
wife, Naomi. 
 
     Karyl Sonsteng Viste writes; for my 80th in February, I chose to go snowshoeing up 
near Showdown which is our local ski area.  My son, 2 of my nieces and the spouse of 
one joined me for a wonderful 2 mile outing.  Then we stopped and had lunch at the ski 
lodge and enjoyed watching those who are more agile ski! On July 1 Dave and I are 
having a “Join us at Lion’s Park from 2 to 4 for cake and lemonade to celebrate our 
reaching the 8th Level” event that our three kids will all be attending.   Fun times and 
feeling blessed - greetings to the class of ‘60! 
 
     Bob Borson writes; my wife, Susan Haynes, and I are going to celebrate my 80th 
birthday, in October, with a road trip from our home in Santa Fe, New Mexico, to San 
Francisco, stopping along the way to visit national parks in Utah. San Francisco is where 
Susan and I met some 40 years ago, when we were both working in the Communications 



Department at Bank of America, which was then headquartered there. So in a sense, we 
are returning to the scene of the crime J. It will be a homecoming of sorts because we 
have both lived in the San Francisco Bay Area longer than any other place – 26 years for 
me and 22 years for Susan. On the return leg of our trip, we plan to stop in other favorite 
places – California’s Monterey Bay peninsula and then the Grand Canyon.           
 
    Jo’an Jonas Enger writes —John turned 80 in December & then I had my turn in 
January.  Thinking back I see we celebrated twice ~ very simply.      We went first of all 
in January on a weekend to Billings MT (90 miles north) and had a fun time eating and 
shopping and going to a water park.  Daughter from Worland WY and Daughter from 
Billings and assorted family came to help us celebrate.  Of course our great 
granddaughter 17 months old had the best time in the noisy water park and delighted us 
all.   It was fun.  
     Also in January we invited 2 couples over for an Impossible 80 party.  I served 
Impossible Taco Pie and Impossible Coconut Pie.  Afterwards we played "10,000" a dice 
game and just had a good time.  All in all ~ it was impossible to think that we were 80 
years old. 
     You have probably heard the phrase ~ "Growing old is not for sissies."   We are doing 
our best to stay strong in the Lord and in our faith.  God bless you each and every one. 
Jo'an Jonas Enger (class of 1960) and John E Enger (class of 1959)   
 

 
 
In Memory: 
K Worden Erickson passed away on 4/25/2018. Her obituary can be found 
here: https://www.fawcett-junkerfuneralhome.com/notices/K-Erickson 
            

               
 

 Marjorie Gjevre My actual 80th B-
day was unmemorable on account of 
illness, but I am enclosing a photo of 
me taken 7 days prior to my birthday. I 
had the opportunity to take a diesel 
locomotive for a spin down the tracks. I 
am blowing its horn wearing my 
Concordia Jacket. 
    Soli deo Gloria 
Marjorie Gjevre 
Class Agent 1960 
    

https://www.fawcett-junkerfuneralhome.com/notices/K-Erickson
https://www.fawcett-junkerfuneralhome.com/notices/K-Erickson


                CAMPUSWIDE NEWS 
 
       Concordia has been awarded a $1,000,000 grant from the Andrew Mellon Foundation 
in honor of former Mellon Foundation president Earl Lewis ’78. This grant will be used 
for faculty development, scholarships for diverse students, program support for the Office 
of Diversity and support for the National Book Awards. This grant is in addition to the 
$800,000 grant from the Mellon Foundation the college received earlier this year to 
support  PEAK and diversity initiatives across campus. 
       Rachel Schaefer ’18 was named a Fulbright Scholar and will be working at the 
Universidad Nacional de Colombia next year. 
      The Department of Chemistry celebrated 100 years in early March (Chemistry has 
been at Concordia 102 years, but the event was postponed until the completion of the new 
Integrated Science Center). The day-long celebration included talks from chemistry 
alumni from across the country, Robert Homann, Professor Emeritus and Past Dean of 
the College spoke at the evening's banquet. The RISE Campaign, a comprehensive 
fundraising campaign has been launched with a goal of raising $150,000,000 by 
December 2019. These funds will be used to support three pillars of the Concordia 
experience: integrative learning, inclusive learning, and innovative learning.  
    Over spring break, 130 students served out the mission of the college all over the 
country, participating in volunteer opportunities including: Habitat for Humanity Trips to 
Louisiana, Florida and the Carolinas, a hurricane relief trip to Dallas, Justice Journey 
Trips to New Orleans and El Paso, and High Impact Leadership Trips to Milwaukee and 
Pittsburgh.  
     Rachel Bergeson has accepted the offer to serve as Concordia’s athletic 
director.  Rachel has served as the interim athletic director since April. Prior to that role 
she was deputy athletics director, the senior woman administrator, and compliance officer 
for Concordia and also served as interim athletic director during the 2016-17 athletic 
season. Before taking on her role as the top women’s administrator in the athletic 
department, Bergeson was the assistant coach for the Cobber women’s basketball team 
from 2007-11.  
 
Giving Update 
 
       Concordia continues to not only make; but surpass its fundraising efforts thanks to 
you and its many generous supporters.  This has allowed the completion of the Integrated 
Science Center and many more student scholarships.  For more news about the college 
subscribe to the electronic Concordia newsletter at Concordia college.edu/news-media or 
read the Concordia magazine by mail or online. ConcordiaCollege.edu/magazine. 
     This past year our 1960 class had 32% participation and gave over 980,000.  Since 
graduation our class of 1960 has given $4,451,880 in outright gifts Wow and thank you 
all! 

http://college.edu/news-media


       Don’t forget that as Cobber Alumni we should continue to do our part by 
encouraging high school students to attend Concordia. We need to make young people 
and their parents aware that Concordia would be their best choice for higher education. 
Remember to wear your Concordia T-shirt and come back to campus whenever you are 
able to do so.  
 
     I hope you will be able to attend a Concordia Corn Feed this summer on August 22nd 
at 5:30 p.m. or come to Concordia Homecoming Sept. 27-30. 
 
     Think ahead positively about attending our 60th reunion in 2020. It may encourage 
you to know that the class of 1956 is planning a special gathering this year for 
Homecoming. 
 
  
 
 
 
 2018 Alumni Achievement Award Recipients  
   Charles Beck ’48                    Dr. Richard Sibley ‘67        
   Claudia Swendseid ‘78        Darnell Carter ‘75  
     
2018 Sent Forth Recipients 
   Dr. Tammy Frisby ’99            Arday Ardayfio ’02. 
 
 
Thanks to all who were kind to share their 80th birthday stories. 
 
 

 
Marjorie (Hovland) Gjevre, 1960 class agent 
 


