
 
 

 
Summer 2018 

 

Dear 1958 Classmates, 

 

We are aware of four deaths of classmates since our last letter: 

 

Marvin Sandness died on Oct 9, 2017 

Maureen Thompson Miller passed away on Nov 24, 2017 

Joanne Hanson Negstad passed away on April 12, 2018 

John Teisberg died on Mar 25, 2018 

 

And the following updates: 

 

It is because of John Teisberg’s death that I am writing this class letter. I apologize for the lack of detailed news; John was 

a reporter and writer and I am neither. No “class updates” have been submitted - so this section is rather short. I am 

guessing (hoping?) that there will be more news to be exchanged when we gather this fall for the 60th homecoming 

celebration. 

 

Last January, John and I had decided that we weren’t up to planning a get together, even though some interest had been 

shown. We asked Ron Gadberry and Jack Boe for assistance and in short order the following details emerged: 

 Yes, we will gather for reunion #60 

 It will occur on Saturday, Sept 29 

 Breakfast!!! 8:00 AM 

 Fjelstad Hall Lounge 

We have the lounge for the morning. Our thanks to Ron and Jack as well as the Alumni Office crew for their assistance in 

getting this established.   

 

Be on the lookout for the homecoming registration mailing and order your breakfast tickets, along with other activities. To 

quote Gib Lee (during a planning session prior to our 25th reunion), “People don’t come to reunions to hear programs, 

they come to visit!”, so please come prepared. 

 

 

CAMPUS UPDATE – SUMMER 2018 
 

 

In the June 5 email edition of News and Notes, President Craft gave a brief video commentary regarding events at 

Concordia. His message noted three themes that will be emphasized: Integrative Education, Inclusive Education and 

Innovative Learning. I urge you to find that video and watch it carefully. It speaks to some current issues in higher 

education and how they are being addressed. I feel that these efforts all speak well to the character and priorities of 

Concordia. 

 

Don Oarl writes: Greetings and best wishes to all you wonderful mates from the class of 1958.  We are registered for our 
60th reunion, and look forward to good visits with as many of you as possible.  Our official home is two miles from Elmo, 
Montana, where we have our yearly family reunion. If we have perfect attendance this year the last week of July, that 

https://www.concordiacollege.edu/news-media/detail/president-craft-spring-update/


 
would be 90 people. Donna and I grow a half acre of 38 different vegetables to feed such a large family.  When they all 
go home, the crop will still be producing madly if you "old classmates" could come eat with us August or September. 
We are winter visitors, November thru April, in Flagstaff, Arizona, where we both sing and travel with the fabulous 
University Choral Program.  We are in good health, at least "so far".  We are Democrats, pushing our candidates with 
signs on our front lawn, and are always ready for healthy dialogue.  We both work out and worship God daily,  just like 
what we learned at good old Concordia College. 

 

CLV: 

The summer of 2017 continued a three-year trend of strong enrollment with over 4,580 villagers and families 

attending a Concordia Language Villages’ program.  Registration for the summer of 2018 continues that upward 

trend in enrollment, demonstrating the value placed on world language and culture education.   

 

Concordia Language Villages received the largest gift in its history from Simone Corporation and its CEO 

Kenny Park: $5M to support the first phase of construction of the Korean Language Village on Turtle River 

Lake. The gift was given in celebration of 30 years of language and culture at Sup sogŭi Hosu, the Korean 

Language Village.  Additionally, the Language Villages will recognize and celebrate 35 years of Sēn Lín Hú, 

the Chinese Language Village, with a special program prior to International Day on August 10. 

 

Music: 

 This May, the Concordia Orchestra spent two weeks on a cultural immersion trip in Greece, visiting eight cities 

and performing several concerts.  

 The 2016 Concordia Christmas Concert “Gather Us In, O Child of Peace” earned a regional Emmy award for 

special event coverage. This is the second time a Concordia Christmas Concert has received the Upper Midwest 

Regional Emmy award.  

 Dr. Rene Clausen was honored with the Weston H. Noble award for Lifetime Achievement at the 2018 ACDA 

Central and North Central Conference this year. Clausen is in his 32nd year at Concordia College as the conductor 

of The Concordia Choir.  

Athletics: 

 Senior Bailey Hovland broke several throwing records this year, winning the MIAC Championship and breaking 

the conference meet record in the hammer throw. Hovland’s hammer mark qualified her for the Women’s Track 

and Field Nationals Meet this spring.  

 Brandon Zylstra ’15 signed a reserve/futures deal with the Minnesota Vikings for the upcoming season, after two 

successful seasons with the Edmonton Eskimos. Zylstra caught 100 passes for a league-best 1687 yards in 2017. 

 Head tennis coach Joseph Murrey was named 2018 MIAC Coach of the Year after leading the team to the 

conference postseason for the first time since 2011.  

 Becca O’Shurak has been hired as the first female head coach of women’s soccer. O’Shurak has previously served 

as assistant coach at Youngstown State and Tennessee Tech University.  

 Chad Johnson was named the Bobby Bell College Impact Player of the Year by the Minnesota Chapter of the 

National Football Foundation. He is only the second athlete from the MIAC to receive the honor. This honor is in 

addition to his MIAC All Conference Awards (3 years) and the 2017 MIAC MVP Award he received earlier this 

year.  

 Rachel Bergeson has accepted the offer to serve as Concordia’s athletic director.  Rachel has served as the interim 

athletic director since April. Prior to that role she was deputy athletics director, the senior woman administrator, 

and compliance officer for Concordia and also served as interim athletic director during the 2016-17 athletic 

season. Before taking on her role as the top women’s administrator in the athletic department, Bergeson was the 

assistant coach for the Cobber women’s basketball team from 2007-11.  

 

Other Updates: 



 

 Concordia has been awarded a $1,000,000 grant from the Andrew Mellon Foundation in honor of former Mellon 

Foundation president Earl Lewis ’78. This grant will be used for faculty development, scholarships for diverse 

students, program support for the Office of Diversity and support for the National Book Awards. This grant is in 

addition to the $800,000 grant from the Mellon Foundation the college received earlier this year to support PEAK 

and diversity initiatives across campus.  

 Rachel Schaefer ’18 was named a Fulbright Scholar and will be working at the Universidad Nacional de 

Colombia next year.  

 This past fall, Concordia College launched the RISE Campaign, a comprehensive fundraising campaign with a 

goal of raising $150,000,000 by December 2019. These funds will be used to support three pillars of the 

Concordia experience: integrative learning, inclusive learning, and innovative learning. For more information, 

head to www.riseforconcordia.com  

 The Department of Chemistry celebrated 100 years in early March (Chemistry has been at Concordia 102 years, 

but the event was postponed until the completion of the new Integrated Science Center).  The day-long 

celebration included talks from chemistry alumni from across the country, a career networking event for students 

and a banquet in the evening with Robert Homann, Professor Emeritus and Past Dean of the College, as the 

keynote speaker.   

 Over spring break, 130 students served out the mission of the college all over the country, participating in 8 

volunteer opportunities including: Habitat for Humanity Trips to Louisiana, Florida and the Carolinas, a hurricane 

relief trip to Dallas, Justice Journey Trips to New Orleans and El Paso, and High Impact Leadership Trips to 

Milwaukee and Pittsburgh.   

 

 

Alumni Awards: 

The National Alumni Board voted on the 2018 Alumni Achievement, Sent Forth and Called to Serve Awards. 

To learn more about each award, visit Cord.edu/alumniawards. 

 

2018 Alumni Achievement Award Recipients  
Charles Beck ’48   Dr. Richard Sibley ‘67 

Darnell Carter ‘75   Claudia Swendseid ‘78 

 

2018 Sent Forth Recipients 

Dr. Tammy Frisby ’99   Arday Ardayfio ‘02 

 

Fundraising Update: 
An impressive number shows up when we talk about fundraising success: Our class has given a total of $1,750,435 in 

outright gifts since our graduation. I believe that this is a number we can be proud of. Thank you to all who participated in 

this great effort. 

 

Finally: 

See you at breakfast in Fjelstad Hall Lounge on the last Saturday in September! 

  

http://www.riseforconcordia.com/
http://www.cord.edu/alumniawards

