
Dear Class of ’58, 
 
As we approach the 63rd anniversary of our graduation from Concordia, I’m 
reminded of a quote tacked on our porch wall: I thought growing old would take 
longer. Nevertheless, as the years go by we have our memories of people and 
events at Concordia. These class letters are here to remind us of those 
undergrad days. Last year the Alumni Office decided to skip the letter due to 
the pandemic. The year before, communication problems following John 
Teisberg’s death led to (me) missing deadlines and no Class of ’58 letter went 
out. Hopefully we are back on track. 

 
Recent phone conversations with classmates (did you pay $800 for your 
telephone and use about $40 worth of its power?) suggest that the “to do “ list 
is more challenging now - unless the list is very short. We also note that the high 
priorities are usually medically related! Recent months of COVID-inspired 
solitude have resulted in some closet and storage “reorganization” (cleaning). I 
recently opened a box and found my maroon and gold beanie from our 
freshman days. The find initiated some great memories of those years and 
friends. 

 
I hope you were able to enjoy the virtual Christmas Concert, Son of Justice, 
Reveal the Dawn presentation by the Concordia Music Department last 
December. While watching the choir sing “socially distanced” among the 
permanent seating of the auditorium, I found myself looking for our “usual” 
chapel seats. (Where you read your mail during chapel) The entire concert was a 
beautiful presentation. There is a note a bit later about the numbers of viewers, 
etc. Just how remarkable is is that we should be around to see the successor to 
Paul J’s successor conduct the choir? 

 
Other changes are happening. Concordia recently announced three changes to 
be implemented in Fall 2021: the launch of a new pricing structure for tuition, a 
change to its academic framework by establishing a schools model within the 
college, and the introduction of the Cobber Flex Year. 

 
Beginning in Fall 2021, the price for annual tuition will be $27,500, which is more 
than $15,000 lower than current tuition – a reduction of over 35%. The change in 
the college’s pricing model will benefit continuing students as well. Historically, 
students have seen an average annual tuition increase of 4% or about $1,700 
annually. In the upcoming year, the increase in the out-of-pocket tuition costs for 
continuing students will be limited to $800 and no more than $1,000 for 2022-23 
and 2023-24. 



To further prepare students, Concordia implemented an academic reorganization 
to clearly name three schools. Under the new academic model, Concordia 
introduced the School of Arts and Sciences and the School of Health 
Professions. These two new schools join the Offutt School of Business to 
encompass all areas of the college. The new schools model resulted in the 
appointment of two new deans. Dr. George Connell is serving as dean of the 
School of Arts and Sciences and Dr. Cynthia Carver is dean of the School of 
Health Professions. As school deans, Connell and Carver join Christopher 
Mason, who was appointed dean of the Offutt School of Business in January 
2020. 

 
Concordia also established a Cobber Flex Year option. The Flex Year option 
offers current students and those enrolling in Fall 2021 two tuition-free semesters 
of study beyond their anticipated graduation date. The Cobber Flex Year allows 
students whose college experience has been affected by the pandemic 
expanded possibilities to learn in ways they find most compelling. 

 
In the midst of a pandemic, Concordia continued its work to support the vitality of 
our faith and learning mission. In March 2020, as the realities of COVID-19 swept 
the nation, Concordia transitioned to distance learning. Concordia was able to 
transition back to campus for the fall 2020 semester. In-person instruction and 
residential living were offered with modifications to academic and campus life. 
Each teaching space was measured to determine appropriate occupancy and 
classes were held in larger spaces when necessary. In addition, some classes 
were offered as a hybrid approach and virtual learning attendance was available 
for those who could not meet in-person. 

 
Giving update: (you knew this was coming): 
In a year like none other, the generosity of alumni like us has helped propel the college 
forward while suppor8ng the students it serves. A few of the highlights from this year 
include: 

•  More than $2.1 million was raised for The Cobber Fund for scholarships 
and support to help make sure a Concordia educa8on is possible for every 
one of our students. 

•  During the start of the pandemic, $59,000 was raised for emergency 
funding for food, transporta8on, and other cri8cal needs. 

•  This fall, 841 Cobber fans gave $87,890 to make sure our athleteshave 
the resources they need to compete despite COVID-19. 

• This holiday season, 1,809 virtual Christmas Concert aFendees donated 
$68,552 in honor of this Concordia tradi8on and our student musicians. 



• In just ONE day, donors fully funded the Cobber Food Pantry. 
 

Thank you to those who have already given this year! Be on the lookout for the 
“CobbersGive” Fund-the-Need campaign in March - you are sure to find an area of 
campus that aligns with your passions. The class of ‘58 can truly make a difference in 
the lives of current Cobbers! 

 
The list of departed classmates continues to grow. Since our last letter the 
college has received word of the deaths of the following class members: 
Rene Pederson Moen April 18, 2018 
Doris Mergenthaler Otterson June 3, 3018 
Beverly Meyer Bjelde Oct 1, 2018 
Dale Western Nov 22, 2018 
Elaine Flaat Rasmus Jan 12, 2019 
James Tronsgard Mar 21, 2019 
Louis Hermansen June 10, 2019 
Roger Diehl Aug 8, 2019 
Kathryn Ersland Haugen Ser 8, 2019 
Adelle Phillips Larson Oct 10, 2019 
Gloria Ruud Larson Jan 16, 2020 
Leon Flancher April 18, 2020 
Bruce Bjorke June 25, 2020 
Ronald Jorgensen July 25, 2020 
Margret Bollingberg Wammer Aug 30, 2020 
Richard Bjelland Sept 15, 2020 

 
We have received several news update responses from classmates going back 
to Fall, 2018. Since the information in those ia over two years old I will do a 
highlight of each 
Glory Monson continues her work in the fine arts including sending her second 
novel to her publisher. 
Ed Pixley sadly reports the loss of his wife Kathryn (Hove) Pixley. He has been 
traveling, including Moorhead and Scotland. 
Dale Klugness reports that he and Violet have downsized to a town home on 
Bay Lake 
Fran Lahti shared a great update of her life in retirement with Ken, children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren 
Dale Christenson has fully retired and moved to Bakersfield CA where their 
daughter and family live 
Now the breaking news (received since Jan 3) from 
Earl Knutson In 2020 we have been home bound. Our scheduled trip up the 
Columbia River was cancelled, as were 3 conferences and our usual trip to the 
east coast to visit children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren. But we've 
made use of this period, scanning a few thousand photos (slides and prints) into 



digital form. A story about ancestors from Sigdal, Norway - shelved 22 years 
ago - was taken up again and finished. And we are slowly learning to use zoom! 

 
Kenneth Anderson We have been concentrating on staying safe throughout 
this Pandemic. So far we are doing OK! We have had to cancel travel plans that 
we had made for the year. Hope to get back to our plans this year, when it is 
safe. 
P.S. I lost my wife Jan, in 2016 after almost 60 years of a happy and blessed 
marriage. I have since remarried. My present wife Shirley, lost her husband of 50 
happy years at about the same time. We have since married and are blessed a 
2nd time in our life. 
Go Cobbers! Soli Deo Gloria! 
Ken Anderson, Class of ’58 

 

Ron Rogness: 
  My wife; Phyllis passed away from cancer in 2002. So, I live alone now but    
  my son, Steve, lives right next door to me along with his lovely Tara and her    
  daughter by a previous marriage, Jade, who is 11 now. I have been retired  
  from Commercial Property Management for five years. Have traveled some 
  and enjoy music and sports. The Pandemic has forced a shelter-in-place    
  existence, but a more ambitious exercise program has helped ease the pain  
  of not doing what you usually did. Being retired as a Naval Reservist has also    
  resulted in a good amount of veteran support- type of activity. 
 
  I have enjoyed good health and am thankful for that. Good old Norwegian  
  genes, I think. 
 
  I enjoy hearing from classmates at Concordia. Friends forever. I continue to    
  value the Upper Midwest community. And Concordia. Always will. I visit my  
  hometown of Lake Park, MN each and every year in Jan. for the annual  
  meeting of the Bank there that my Father operated for his career. My Brother  
  is Chairman of the Board so it is a reunion really. This year I did not go,   
  however, due to the Pandemic. 
 
  So, it is to be resumed next year. Was headed to the Passion Play in    
  Germany but that got delayed to 2022 because of the Pandemic. 
 
  I look forward to meeting more old classmates at a Homecoming and/or    
  reunion if there is one. Best wishes to a wonderful class! 

 
   Finally, thank you for your patience! Your support, along with the great     
   support of the Alumni Office has made one more class letter possible. 
  
 Sincerely, Jim Olson 


