
 

July 12, 2018 

Dear Classmates of 1957, 

Can you believe it?  It’s already time for our class letter, and we just celebrated the 60th 
anniversary of our graduation.  With time going as quickly as it does, it is no surprise that we 
are as old as we are. Now, that’s the last comment in this letter about being “old.”  If we talk 
about it too much, it will soon start to show on us.   I know this letter looks long, but stick with 
it, I think you will think it was worth it at the end.  If not, return it with a request for your 
money back, and your offer to do next year’s letter.  

Let’s be 18 again and pretend we are starting Concordia this fall. It is the end of August, 
1953.  You have just written the, “Thank you for the graduation anklets.” note to your 
grandma, and the ”Thanks for the $5 towards my college education” note to your baptismal 
sponsors, Emil and Martha Stordahl, who are always so good about remembering the big 
events in your life.  

You didn’t have a big reception in your garage, nor did your parents rent the banquet room at the 
golf club.  No, after your graduation ceremony your eight guests went to your home for dessert. 
You had your favorite sponge cake with orange flavored frosting and ice cream with your 
parents and the few relatives that came. 

Your grandma came with Uncle Emil and Aunt Martha.  Other relatives who came were 
Aunt Julia and your two cousins.  Soren and Clara Pedersen didn’t go to graduation but did walk 
across the street to come to your party.  Soren and Clara were elderly neighbors who were   
invited to all of your events because, without children of their own, you have always been a  
favorite of theirs.  They have prayed regularly for you since you were little. Your home town 
paper will report to the rest of the town who attended your graduation party. That was big 
news in simpler days.  

Now it is already the first week in September, 1953.  Your last summer home has gone fast.  You 
have had your “farewell to old classmates” picnic at the lake.  Chuck is going to Mankato.  Joan 
is going to beauty school in Fargo. Betty is going to St. Olaf.  You are the only one going to 
Concordia.  Morgan, the person you had been going with in high school is going to St. Cloud, 
but you have declared to one another that even when separated there will be no one else.  (Your 
letters to one another went back and forth until November 17. You didn’t think things seemed 
quite the same when you were both home for mid-semester break, but……...) 



You have quit your summer job working in the city parks and are now ready to move to 
Concordia. The new Samsonite luggage that you got for graduation from your folks will pretty 
well hold everything you need. Your Mom is expected to put some cookies in your suitcase just 
to hold you over until you get meal tickets.  It will prove to be a blessing that you finish eating 
them before you hear Amy’s orientation speech on, “You Are What You Eat! 

Well, you know the rest of the story.  It is your own personal story from this point on, but I’ll bet 
you identified with a lot of what was written above.  That’s about how it was in l953, wasn’t it? 

********** 

Have you ever thought about what would it be like to be 18 again and enrolling as a freshman at 
Concordia this fall of 2018.  Here’s how it would be different than how we did it in l953.  

You will have had your graduation party in the Pilot’s Sky-View Lounge room at the Sky View 
Hotel near the airport.  Sixty-three people attended your graduation party.  

It was the first part of June that you received your letter of acceptance from Concordia.  You 
also received the good news that you have been awarded financial assistance of $29,000 
towards tuition over your next four years at Concordia.   

On the day you say good- bye to old Shep and leave for Concordia, your mom and dad will drive 
the suburban filled with things for your dormitory room.  It will pull a U-Haul to bring the rest of 
your things. You will be moving, among other things, your TV, microwave oven, a small 
refrigerator, under bed storage boxes, a book case, laptop, multiple chargers, bean bag chair, 
back pack, and of course your Keurig coffee maker.  Earlier in August you had googled Bed and 
Bath’s “What to bring to college dorms……College Dorm Essentials.”  They did a nice job of 
helping you plan your new room. 

During the first week you will get your beanie and be assigned to a freshman orientation club. 
You will give your club a name, have fun together so you can forget about being homesick and 
do clean-up jobs around Moorhead and Fargo.  

While you are doing cleanup work along the bank of the Red River with your club, your Mom 
and Dad are going over the figures (translate $$$$$).  Here are some of the things they are 
wringing their hands about. (Have you got your calculator out?)  This is what it will cost you 
this freshman year. (You can multiply this by four in the privacy of your bedroom where the rest 
of your family won’t see you cry.) 

Tuition ……………………………………………..$39,650 

Dormitory Room……………………………………$3,520 

Food Cost……………………………………………$4,710 

Average Cost for Books…………………………….$1,000 



The cost of a single textbook costs between $100 - $200. 

Meanwhile, you get settled in the dorm.  You have had your first week of classes, and you are 
now wondering what other things there are to do besides study. You will find out that there is 
plenty.   Last year ninety percent of the over 2000 students were involved in at least one college 
activity.  (Here’s a surprise, you will find out that to take part in college extra-curricular 
activities, you will pay an extra fee.) 

             250 to 300 students were involved in theater. 

             527 were athletes. 

675 were involved in music. 

Do you want to learn by doing and traveling?  Look at this impressive list of things available for 
adventurous students. 

             70 went on a Habitat for Humanity building project. 

             16 went on Justice Journeys to El Paso and New Orleans. 

              36 went on a Hurricane Relief Trip to Texas. 

             8 went on a High Impact Leadership trip to Milwaukee and Pittsburgh. 

The May travel seminar is still going strong with 315 Cobbers taking part in the program last 
spring. 
 

All this and approximately 65% still find time to work on campus. 

When you graduate in four years, you will owe the average of $27,000 in loans that you have 
borrowed from somewhere.  Your mom and dad, of course hope that you will have a job to start 
on May 7 of 2022.  If you get married right after graduation to the person you met on November 
18 of your freshman year, you will have a combined debt of $58,000.  I guess you will probably 
look to rent rather than buy a home near a school? 

****** 

Enrollment for the academic year 2018-2019 is looking good. With 586 freshmen enrolled, we 
have already surpassed our goal of 580 by six students.  Returning at this July date will be 413 
sophomores, 479 juniors, and 541 seniors.  That gives us a total of 2,019 students at this date. 

Ninety-nine percent of the freshman class will be receiving some financial aid this year thanks to 
you. The average per student assistance given last year was $29,000.  How many of them 
couldn’t have come without your help?  Our help is so essential to keep our costs completive.  It 



seems so sad to learn that a Lutheran youth who wants to go to a Lutheran college will not be 
able to because of cost.  It is even more disappointing to know there are high school students 
who don’t even consider Concordia because they believe it to be too expensive.  When you hear 
this from someone, tell them about all the cash alumni like you and I have given for scholarships 
just for students like them.  Encourage them to check it out!    

Oh, I forgot to include the note our class received from your parents this fall when you came to 
Concordia the second time.  “Thank you for the gifts in annual giving that you sent to us via the 
Concordia Annual Giving Fund.  To help with tuition we have received $29,000 in aid from the 
college. Without that help we would have not been able to send our oldest child to Concordia.” 

This past year, our class had 81 donors out of a potential of 219.  That is a 37% participation 
giving $86,037.38.  That’s a nice gift, but its not-over-the wall impressive.  It’s going to look a 
lot better when we hear from the 138 of you who have not given your annual gift yet.  Over the 
years since graduation our class has given a total of $3,639,102.45.  That’s a lot of student aid to 
help new Cobbers with the ever-rising tuition.  I hope you see how important it is for us to help 
with our gifts to go to scholarships, and don’t ever forget how important it is to talk to the high 
school seniors in your church about coming to Concordia for a visit.  Concordia will take it from 
there. 

But there is other news to share. The following members of our class have died since last 
homecoming….Vi Shannon Thompson, Shirley Melvold Rourke, and Rene Pederson Moen. 

Homecoming this year is the weekend of Friday, September 28 through Sunday, September 30. 
Maybe we should have coffee together sometime during homecoming rather than wait for our next 
reunion in 2022 when we are 87 years old?   

Mardy and I will talk about it.  Let us know if you think it is a good idea.  If we get five responses 
asking for it, we will organize it.  We can probably have it during the football game? Maybe in the 
same room as we had our breakfast last fall? 

Your classmate, 

Clark 

 


