
February 2021 

Dear Classmates of 1957, 

So, does anybody our age understand what the past year at Concordia has been like?  In March 
2020, as the realities of COVID-19 swept the nation, Concordia transitioned to distance 
learning………..Meaning you sit in your room at home in Mankato and your mother brought  you 
a caramel roll while you took the class, or you sat at the kitchen table in the apartment you 
rented in Fargo-Moorhead eating Gold Fish snacks..  At both places the class came over 
electronic equipment very few of us would know how to work. 

Concordia was able to transition back to campus for the fall 2020 semester.  In-person 
instruction and residential living were offered with modifications to academic and campus 
life.  Meaning you were now back in the dorm, the second floor classroom in Old Main or the 
basement of classrooms of the science hall, but………before you  think it is normal……   Each 
teaching space was measured to determine appropriate occupancy.   (Which means because of 
the virus you were kept at a ____ foot distance from your nearest classmate, so classes were 
held in larger spaces when necessary……the library for example.)  Some classes were offered as 
a hybrid approach and virtual learning attendance was available for those who could not meet 
in-person.  (If you wanted to you could stay home in Mankato, eat your caramel roll and do the 
work on your electronic device instead of going to the library and sitting six feet away from your 
neighbor.) 

But here’s the good news to get the bad year out of our mind. 

Concordia recently announced three changes to be implemented in Fall 2021: the launch of a 
new pricing structure for tuition, the introduction of the Cobber Flex Year, and a change to its 
academic framework by establishing a school’s model within the college. 

The New Pricing Structure…………….Watch For Our First Time Ever Fall Sale! 

Beginning in Fall 2021, the price for annual tuition will be $27,500, which is more than $15,000 
lower than current tuition – a reduction of over 35%. The change in the college’s pricing model 
will benefit continuing students as well. Historically, students have seen an average annual 
tuition increase of 4% or about $1,700 annually. In the upcoming year, the increase in the out-
of-pocket tuition costs for continuing students will be limited to $800 and no more than $1,000 
for 2022-23 and 2023-24. 

This tuition mark-down described above starts next fall.  I was interested in how a friend of 
mine, Samantha - a junior at Concordia this year, felt about it.  Here are her feelings about the 
announced change. (Please note the importance of the scholarship money that we gave to her 
through our class’s annual giving..  See a report on giving to the college at the end of this 
letter.)) 



 “I’d say that the biggest benefit of the tuition reset for current students is that Concordia has 
pledged to keep the tuition resets between academic years really low for the next few years, 
which makes a huge difference! The tuition reset is most impactful for prospective students, as it 
gives them clarified insight into how much Concordia will ACTUALLY cost them. For example, 
when I was a prospective student, I was shocked by the sticker price for Concordia: around 
$54,000. (Although, I actually only have to pay around 10% of that out-of-pocket, because 
Concordia gives so many scholarships). The old sticker price for Concordia’s tuition was 
deterring to most prospective students and didn’t reflect how much students really do pay to go 
here. That’s why the tuition reset affects prospective students the most: it makes Concordia 
possible for more people. Our hope is that this tuition reset will increase the amount of students 
in upcoming class years.” 

  

The Cobber Flex-Year Option 

Give Us A Chance to Make a “Disappointing Year-of-the-Virus” Up to You. 

Come and Experience Concordia As We Intended and That You Had Hoped For. 

The Flex Year option offers current students and those enrolling in Fall 2021 two tuition-free 
semesters of study beyond their anticipated graduation date. The Cobber Flex Year allows 
students whose college experience has been affected by the pandemic to come back again for 
the “real Concordia experience.”    Here is Samantha’s reaction to the above proposal called the 
Cobber Flex Year. 

“As for the Cobber Flex year: this is big news among the student population! Everybody sees it 
as a good deal.  I know a lot of people who are planning on using these two tuition-free 
semesters, including all three of my roommates. The only reason I’ve heard that people are 
turning down this option is because they want to go into the workforce as soon as they 
graduate, so they can start making money. On the contrary, a lot of students are choosing the 
Cobber Flex Year option because they want to complete another major or minor in order to flesh 
out their resume or they want to take classes they’re interested in that they didn’t previously 
have time for. It’s definitely a great deal, as perceived by the student body here are Concordia.” 

To further prepare students, Concordia implemented an academic reorganization to clearly 
name three schools. Under the new academic model, Concordia introduced the School of Arts 
and Sciences and the School of Health Professions. These two new schools join the Offutt 
School of Business to encompass all areas of the college. The new schools model resulted in the 
appointment of two new deans. Dr. George Connell is serving as dean of the School of Arts and 
Sciences and Dr. Cynthia Carver is dean of the School of Health Professions. As school deans, 



Connell and Carver join Christopher Mason, who was appointed dean of the Offutt School of 
Business in January 2020. 

Giving Update 

In a year like none other, the generosity of alumni like us has helped propel the college forward 
while supporting the students it serves.  A few of the highlights from this year include: 

• More than $2.1 million was raised for The Cobber Fund for scholarships and
support to help make sure a Concordia education is possible for every one of our
students.

• During the start of the pandemic, $59,000 was raised for emergency funding for
food, transportation, and other critical needs.

• This fall, 841 Cobber fans gave $87,890 to make sure our athletes have the
resources they need to compete despite COVID-19.

• This holiday season, 1,809 virtual Christmas Concert attendees donated
$68,552 in honor of this Concordia tradition and our student musicians.

• In just ONE day, donors fully funded the Cobber Food Pantry.

 The college and students say thank you to those who have already given this year! Be on the 
lookout for the “CobbersGive” Fund-the-Need campaign in March - you are sure to find an area of 
campus that aligns with your passions. The class of 1957 can truly make a difference in the lives 
of current Cobbers! 

News About Classmates 

No births to announce.  I guess that’s no surprise.  Lots of classmates are blaming the virus. 

Valdemar Olson has been living at a senior living complex in Wayzata, MN for five years.  Mons 
and Shirley Teig lived in the same facility.  Mons passed away, but Shirley still lives 
there.  Valdimar reports that classmate Don Strom died of COVID in November. He had been in 
Eventide Nursing Home in Moorhead for more than eight years. 

We have lost six of our classmates since the last letter I wrote.  They are Arly (Unruh) Paulson 
(August 18, 2019); Donald David (September 26, 2019); Liane (Richman) Denton (December 29, 
2019); Joyce (Flom) Stave (January 27,2020); H, Elizabeth (Tveit) Cowan (February 5, 2020); 
Ivonne (Borreson) Olson (February 7, 2020). 

Shirley Hammer Ferguson reported in.  She served as a teacher and school administrator in 
Montana and now can be contacted at 300 13th St North: Apartment 501 in Benson, Minnesota 
56215.  Her email is shirlhf@charter.net.  Her phone number is (406) 843-3632. 

mailto:shirlhf@charter.net


John and Colleen Herzog report that their stay in New Zealand has extended to over a year 
because of the world pandemic.  Bad luck?    Well according to them, “What a privilege it has 
been.  Being a mostly virus free country there have been very few restrictions, so we have been 
able to enjoy weekly hiking, (tramping it is called here) with our Over 40’s Tramping Club 
Members.  (Our subgroup is the Over 80’s members.)  We are happy and healthy but do miss 
our American friends and family.” 

So, there it is.  Sorry it got so long, but it’s been a long time since you have received a letter, 
and there was a lot of news.  Stay alive.  Protect yourself from the virus.  We all want to get 
together at the 2021 homecoming, if for no other reason than to see the shirt I bought for the 
2020 homecoming.  I wanted it to look nice for you, so it is still in the cellophane package, but 
that’s the kind of classmate I am.  (And if something happens to me, before then, my family can 
return it to Costco. That’s also the kind of guy I am. 

Clark Tufte 

 


